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The Lutheran Youth Organization this past year has been extraordinary. With all fifteen youth ready and 
excited to share the word of God with so many young people. I have been extremely proud of the work we have done 
to help youth further their faith.  

We started in July and had a weekend training together at Shalom Hill Farm. While we were there we did 
various team building activities and games to become stronger as a board, all while praising God in the process. We 
also spent a lot of the time getting to know each other. One of my favorite memories is playing night games in the 
pouring rain around the farm with the board. Even the adults joined in for some good competitive fun. It was a very 
fun time, and great way to get to know everyone.  

Next was our September meeting, which was in preparation for the Junior High Youth Gathering in 
November. We all gathered at the synod office in Redwood. It just so happened that there was a synod council 
meeting that same day, so we got to have a mini worship service with them. It was an amazing experience for 
everyone. To conquer the gathering we split up into five servant teams.  We were very productive, and got basically 
everything done just in time to have some well-deserved free time where we got to know each other a little better. It 
was a great meeting!  

After a couple of months, we got to put all that we have been taught to work. Our first gathering as a board 
had approached. It was fun to see everyone arrive and be so excited to share their faith with the 800 junior high kids. 
Our theme was "Guess Who's", and we helped teach the kids that they are chosen by God no matter who they are, or 
what they have gone through. We are all God’s chosen ones. Our first goal had been accomplished, and I was so 
proud of how well we had worked together.  

Our next meeting was in January and we stayed in dorms at Gustavus College in St. Peter MN. We spent 
some of the time talking about how the Junior High gathering went but the majority of our meeting was spent 
planning the Senior High gathering that was coming up in March. It was harder to get focused because we were so 
excited to put on what we knew was going to be an amazing gathering. With the help of our adults we all stayed on 
track and got everything done. Our January meeting was very productive and we got everything finished for the 
gathering. It was so much fun! 

Finally our last big event as a board approached. It was exciting to know that we were going to go all out to 
make this the most memorable thing that we had done yet as a family. Our gathering theme was "Accept all/ except 
none". We focused mostly on accepting others, and ourselves just as Christ has, and always will, accept us. They were 
so receptive to what we were teaching them. One of our favorite things was creating a random acts of kindness 
service project. I think that all of us board members could say how inspiring it was to see all of the youth share their 
stories about how they helped all those people. It was a very successful final gathering of this year.  

I can now say that as an outgoing board member I am incredibly proud of my 2013-2014 LYO board for 
everything they have done. They have worked hard, and inspired so many young people including myself. We have all 
created a closer bond that will remain for many, many years. God used each and everyone one of us in some way, to 
touch someone. That's why LYO is such an important asset to our synod. I strongly believe that youth are the voice of 
the future.  

 
Love and Peace, 
 
Tori Raths, LYO Board President 
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